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Part II: Self-Assessment Narrative 

The Town of Milton, Massachusetts has completed the required self-assessment and has determined that 
our municipality has been working towards full compliance as submitted to EPA and approved as 
Milton’s (Notice of Intent) NOI to the General Permit issued to Massachusetts under Phase II of the 
Regulations. All best management practices (BMPs) met the Town’s measurable goals set forth in the 
NOI except for: 

 BMP 6.7 Maintain storm drain system – Due to required equipment repairs the town was unable
to clean the expected number of catch basins to meet the goal of one third of all basins per year.
The town has met or exceeded this goal in all past years of this permit making the overall
progress towards the goal still feasible.

Since the NPDES permit inception, the Town has taken great efforts to permit and incorporate 
stormwater controls and management into all construction and post-construction activities within the 
Town.  

The creation of detailed GIS databases and maps of the Town’s utilities and waterways has provided a 
valuable tool for the Town to keep track of maintenance and a more efficient tool to update the Town’s 
infrastructure and resources.  GIS has also aided in tracking illicit discharges. The Town continues to 
refine the databases and maps through research, field survey, and television inspection. The town is 
currently implementing a more thorough tracking system combining GIS with tablets in the field and 
utilizing mobile databases to track and quantify all catch basin cleaning, as well as other municipal tasks. 
The goal is to use this real time data to refine and optimize the cleaning schedule to target the most 
heavily used catch basins for more frequent cleanings, as well as efficiently tracking catch basin issues 
and addressing them in an effective manner.   

The Planning Board, the Zoning Board of Appeals, and the Board of Selectmen have adopted a Cluster 
Development Plan to amend zoning by-laws to allow for site specific cluster developments. The Town 
continues to support and encourage low impact development in all new construction proposals. There is 
currently one cluster development under construction in the town with two more in the process of being 
approved. 

This year, the Town setup a stormwater education display table at the Annual DPW Day which attracts 
several hundred residents to the DPW for an Open House and a cookout. This event also provides an 
opportunity for residents to view vehicles, equipment, and everyday job functions of department 
personnel. The display table provided flyers, children activities, and posters to increase education on 
stormwater pollution and prevention.  The Town is also partners with Sustainable Milton, a non-profit 
organization that promotes environmental awareness and sustainability. Sustainable Milton also provided 
information on many environmental issues including stormwater during this event. The town has also 
used social media to post pictures related to stormwater, particularly addressing the issue of dog waste in 
catch basins, which had an outreach of over 5000 people. 

The Town continues to have a successful partnership with the Neponset River Watershed Association 
(NepRWA) which together have undertaken a stormwater education program, a stormwater sampling 
program, illicit discharge detection and elimination program, and have completed construction of bio-
retention cells and tree filter boxes along Pine Tree Brook as part of the 319 TMDL Implementation Grants, 
which the Town continues to maintain. The Town is currently working with NepRWA on an additional 319 
Non-Point Source Pollution Grant to install tree filter boxes along Wendell Park to further reduce pollution 
in Pine Tree Brook.  




























